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All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds 
May infinite salutations & blessings be upon the Leader of the Prophets & Messengers 
So after praise & salutations, I seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the rejected one 
Allah’s Name to commence with, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Salutations & blessings be upon you, O Messenger of Allah 
Salutations & blessings be upon you, O Beloved of Allah 
Salutations & blessings be upon you, O Prophet of Allah 
Salutations & blessings be upon you, O Light of Allah 

Clarification to the misunderstandings regarding the 15th of Sha’ban 

Misunderstanding 1 

Allah descends on the last third of the night to forgive as per the HadTth of Bukhari & Muslim 
(therefore it is not unique to the 15th night of Sha’ban). 

Clarification from textual proof 

First & foremost, it is incorrect to believe or even say that Allah descends; this is somewhat 
attempting to establish direction or place for Allah Almighty, both of which He is free from. Yes; 
the apparent words of the HadTth would lead to such translation, if one was to translate it literally. 
However, this descent refers to the descent of Allah’s Mercy i.e. He looks at His people with 
Mercy/directs His Mercy towards His people. Remember it is disbelief (Kufr Luzuml) to attempt to 
establish a direction or place tor Allah Almighty. 1 

It is stated in Sharh al-Mawaqif, 

Allah Almighty is totally free from direction & place. 


[Sharh al-Mawaqif, vol 8, pg 22] 


Secondly, it mentions that [the Mercy of ] 2 Allah descends on this night. 

Then a HadTth is given which shows that (the Mercy of) Allah ffy, descends on other nights. 
Therefore negating (the Mercy of) Allah descending on this night? 

Yes, it is correct that (the Mercy of) Allah sfe descends on other nights also , as per the HadTth 
stated in SahTh al-BukharT & SahTh Muslim (as well as Muwatta’ Imam Malik and Sunan AbT 
Dawud), 


1 al-Fatawa al-Khaniyyah, vol 2, pg 470. 

2 The original message mentions Allah ^ descending, which is a totally unbefitting translation; it 
actually refers to the Mercy of Allah gfe- descending, hence added accordingly. 
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It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah that the Noble Messenger of Allah Sy stated, ‘(The 
Mercy of) our Lord, the Sublime, the Superior, comes down every night on the nearest heaven to 
us when the last third of the night remains, saying, "Is there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may 
respond to invocation? Is there anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there 
anyone seeking My forgiveness, so that I may forgive him?’” 

[SahTh al-BukharT, vol 2, pg 53, HadTth no 1145] 3 
[SahTh Muslim, vol 1, pg 521, HadTth no 758 4 ] 
[Muwatta’ Imam Malik, vol 1, pg 214, HadTth no 30] 
[SahTh AbT DawGd, vol 2, pg 34, HadTth no 1315] 5 


Hadith 1 

However, it is also stated in HadTth of a Blessed Companion, regarding (the Mercy of) Allah ik 
also descending on the night of the 15th of Sha’ban. 



It is narrated from Sayyiduna Mu’adh I bn Jabat, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, that the 
Holy Prophet t£& stated that, ‘Allah Almighty directs (His Mercy) towards His entire creation on the 
night of the 15th of Sha’ban, so He (Allah Almighty) forgives His entire creation, except polytheists 
and (malicious) bickerers (who attempt to separate the Ummah) 6 . ’ 

[SahTh Ibn Hibban, vol 12, pg 481, HadTth no 5665] 
[al-Mu’jam al-KabTr li al-TabaranT, vol 22, pg 264, HadTth no 678] 7 
[al-Mu’jam al-Awsat, vol 7, pg 36, HadTth no 6776] 
[Majma’ al-Zawa’id, vol 8, pg 77, HadTth no 12960] 
[Hilyah al-Awliya’, vol 5, pg 191] 


This HadTth has been declared as SahTh by the unanimously accepted Imam Ibn Hibban in his 
SahTh as referenced & researched per the latter HadTth expert of the Ahl al-Sunnah - Shaykh 
Shu’ayb al-Arna’ut. 


3 This Hadith is mentioned in SahTh al-Bukhari in 3 different places, but the reference of only one 
was given - namely the exact one referenced in the original message. 

4 The reference to this blessed HadTth given in the original message did not correspond to the 
related narration, hence it has been referenced accordingly. 

5 This HadTth is mentioned in Sunan AbTDawud in 2 different places. 

6 It is stated in Musnad Is-haq, 
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Sayyiduna Is-haq states that Imam al-Awza’T has explained the meaning of bickerers as those 
innovators who (attempt to) separate the Ummah. 

[Musnad Ishaq Ibn Rahwayh, vol 3, pg 981, HadTth no 1702] 

7 This HadTth is also mentioned in two other places in this same book. 










Even the Hadith scholar quoted in the original message - Albam - who is not unanimously 
accepted, states in his book Sahlh al-Targhlb wa al-Tarhlb that this HadTth is Hasan SahTh . 


Note 

The discussion regarding the Jarh & Ta’dTI (criticism & acceptance) of this HadTth has been 
mentioned in Siyar A’lam al-Nubala’, as can be seen in Sahlh Ibn Hibban whereby the Imam 
himself states that the narrators of this HadTth are credible. Though this has not mentioned here in 
this document due to it becoming more lengthy than needed and lost in discussion, away from 
the main topic at hand. 8 


HadTth 2 

It is stated in Sunan Ibn Majah - one of the six famous books of HadTth - that, 
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It is narrated by the respected Abu Musa at-Ash’an, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, that 
the Noble Prophet s§y stated that, ‘Allah 4- (mercifully) looks on the night of the middle of Sha’ban 
[i.e. the 15th] and forgives all His creation, apart from the idolater and those of enmity.’ 


There is another chain of narration via the respected Abu Musa from the Holy Prophet -44 with 
similar wording. 


[Sunan Ibn Majah, vol 1, pg 445, HadTth no 1390] 


Albam has regarded this Hadith as Hasan. 

The HadTth of Sayyidah ‘A’ishah and the HadTth of Sayyiduna Mu’adh Ibn Jabal, may Allah 
Almighty be content with them, are a Shahid (witness) 9 to this HadTth. 

[Misbah al-Zujajah fTZawa’id Ibn Majah] 


HadTth 3 

It is transmitted in Musnad Ahmad (Ibn Hanbal) that, 
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8 Also due to the sheer time constraints, however, if requested, it can be included in this 
document or as a separate work. 

9 A category of HadTth, as mentioned in the science regarding Usui al-HadTth (The Principles of 
Prophetic narrations), where one HadTth corroborates another; in essence another version of the 
same Prophetic tradition, it being corroborating evidence, but just linked to at least one other 
Companion. 


[Muqaddamah ff Usui al-HadTth, pg 57] 
[TaysTr al-Mustalah al-HadTth, pg 176] 
[Nukhbah al-Fikr, vol 4, pg 722] 



It is narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, that the 
Master of mankind -My, stated that, “Allah Almighty forgives His slaves on the night of the half [i.e. 

15th] of Sha’ban except two: The one who has malice and the one who unjustly slays someone.’ 

[Musnad Ahmad] 

The following are Shahids (corroborating evidences) 10 to this HadJth ; The HadTth of: 

1 . Umm al-Mu’minTn, Sayyidah ‘A’ishah, may Allah Almighty be content with her. 

[Sunan al-Tirmidhl] 

2. Sayyiduna Mu’adh Ibn Jabal, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[SahTh Ibn Hibban, HadTth no 5665] 
[al-TabaranT, vol 20, pg 108] 
[Shu’ab al-lman (Bayhaqi), vol 3, pg 382 & vol 5, pg 272] 
[Musnad ShamiyTn, vol 1, pg 128 & pg 140 & vol 4, pg 365] 
[Ibn ‘Asakir, vol 38, pg 235 & 54, pg 97] 
[Mawarid al-Zham’an (HaythamT), vol 1, pg 486] 
[Majma’ al-Zawa’id (HaythamT), vol 8, pg 126] 
[Hilyah al-Awliya’, vol 5, pg 191] 
[Kitab al-NuzOI (Dara-QutnT), HadTth no 64] 
[Fada’il al-Awqat (Bayhaqi), HadTth no 22] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 3, pg 188] 

[al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 3, pg 307; stating that there is no problem in its chain of narration] 

[TafsTr Durr Manthur re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[al-Sunnah Ibn AbT ‘Asim (TahqTq Albanl), HadTth no 512] 
[SahTh al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb (AlbanT), vol 1, pg 248 & vol 3, pg 33 (Hasan SahTh by Albanl)] 

3. Sayyiduna Abu Musa al-Ash’arT, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[Sunan Ibn Majah] 

[al-Sunnah Ibn AbT‘Asim, vol 1, HadTth no 510 (TahqTq Albanl)] 

[al-NuzGI (Daraqutnl), HadTth no 76] 
[Shu’ab al-lman (Bayhaqi), vol 3, pg 382] 
[Ibn ‘Asakir, vol 18, pg 326] 
[Tuhfah al-Ashraf, HadTth no 9006] 
[TahdhTb al-Kamal, vol 9, pg 308] 
[Mukashafah al-QuIub, pg 314] 
[Mishkah al-Masablh, pg 115] 
[al-Jami’ al-Saghlr (SuyutT), vol 1, pg 384] 
[Jami’ al-Ahadlth (SuyutT), HadTth no 7085] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 12, pg 140] 
[al-Silsilah al-Sahlhah al-Mukhtasarah (AlbanT), narration no 1144 & 1563] 
[al-Silsilah al-Sahlhah (AlbanT), vol 3, pg 136 - SahTh] 

4. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr al-SiddTq, Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[Musnad al-Bazzar] 
[Shu’ab al-lman] 


5. Sayyiduna Abu Tha’labah al-KhushanT, Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[Shu’ab al-lman (Bayhaqi), vol 1, pg 379]] 
[al-TabaranT, vol 22, pg 224] 
[Kitab al-‘Arsh (Ibn AbT Shaybah), pg 94] 
[Kitab al-NuzGI (Dara-QutnT), HadTth no 65-66] 
[al-Sunnah Ibn AbT ‘Asim (TahqTq AlbanT), HadTth no 511] 
[Fada’il al-Awqat (Bayhaqi), pg 121] 
[al-Sunan al-Saghlr (Bayhaqi), vol 1, pg 379] 
[Mu’jam al-Sahabah (Ibn Qani’, vol 1, pg 160] 
[Majma’ al-Zawa’id (HaythamT), vol 8, pg 127] 


10 The detail regarding this has just been mentioned; please refer to footnote no 7. 



[Jami’ al-AhadTth (Suyutl), HadTth no 2620, 7266] 
[Jam’ al-Jawami’ (Suyutl), HadTth no 2631] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 12, pg 141] 
[al-Targhlb wa al-Tarhlb, vol 3, pg 308] 
[Ghunyah al-Talibln, vol 1, pg 348] 
[al-lttihaf, vol 10, pg 282] 
[al-Zawajir (Ibn Hajr Makki), vol 2, pg 60] 
[TafsTr Durr Manthur, vol 6, pg 26] 
[al-Silsilah al-Sahlhah, vol 3, pg 135 (SahTh by Albanl)] 
[SahTh al-Targhlb wa al-Tarhlb, vol 3, pg 34 (SahTh li-GhayrihT by Albanl)] 
[Zhilal al-Hajjah takhrlj al-Sunnah li Ibn AbT ‘Asim, vol 1, pg 264 (Sahlh by Albanl)] 

6. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah, Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[al-Bazzar, HadTth no 9268] 
[AmafT Ibn Sam’un, HadTth no 66 & 168] 
[Tarlkh Baghdad, vol 14, pg 285] 
[Majma’ al-Zawa’id, vol 8, pg 126] 
[Kashf al-Astar fT Zawa’id al-Bazzar, vol 2, pg 436] 

[RabT al-Abrar] 
[Jami’ al-AhadTth (Suyutl), HadTth no 2623] 

7. Sayyiduna ‘Awf Ibn Malik, Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[Musnad al-Bazzar, HadTth no 2754] 

Although AlbanT has said this HadTth is Da’Tf due to the chain of narration from Sayyiduna Ibn 
Lah’Tah and Hayy Ibn ‘Abdullah, however: 

1. A Da’Tf HadTth (weak narration) is still accepted in terms of the excellence & virtues of 
actions. 11 

[Muqaddamah ff UsOI al-HadTth, pg 83] 
[TaysTr al-Mustalah al-HadTth, pg 81] 
[Durr Mukhtar, vol 1, pg 87] 

2. A short while later, AlbanT states, after mentioning the Shahids [corroborated evidence] of this 
HadTth, that even though there is discussion regarding this HadTth, nevertheless having joined 
all of these corroborating evidences, they establish, declare & regard this HadTth as SahTh, and 
these corroborated proofs are a cause & reason for strengthening (this) HadTth. 

A HadTth from such narrator in the matter of I’tibar i.e. Shawahid & Mutaba’ah (corroborating 
proofs) is accepted. 

[TadrTb al-Rawl] 


Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, also narrates similar. 

[Musnad Ahmad, vol 2, pg 176] 
[al-Majalis al-‘Asharah, HadTth no 2] 
[Mishkah al-Masablh, pg 115] 


11 Even then, due to the fact that other Hadiths have also been mentioned which strengthen a 
Da’Tf HadTth. 

SiddTq Hasan and Dr Khalid ‘AlawT, referencing Imam NawawT, also agree & accept this. 

As well as due to the fact that there are actual Hasan & SahTh HadTths in their own right which 
have also been mentioned. 

Even the saying of a distinguished person (i.e. a scholar) strengthens a Da’Tf HadTth. 

[Mirqah al-MafatTh] 



[Majma’ al-Zawa’id, vol 8, pg 126] 
[Ghayah al-Maqsad (HaythamT), vol 2, pg 409] 
[al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 3, pg 308] 
[al-Zawajir (Ibn Hajar Makkl), vol 2, pg 59] 
fTafsTr Ruh al-Ma’anT re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 


Hadith 4 

It has been mentioned by Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq in his Musannaf that, 

J J Ij ' < A A 4 1 I <J_J Sy y <JLJ '■ A :Jli J_CX. I ui^i J ^ 'I aHaJ I fi i II (P-a ^-Ty^lj J14 

\ \ ■* 11 j* " I' Ij ( p I 4 i i'i v a 1 4 '11 ^ j <J_i] 


The respected ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, narrates that the 
Noble Messenger stated that, ‘There are five nights in which supplication is not rejected: the 
night of Jum’ah (Friday), the first night of Rajab, the night of the middle (i.e. 15th) of Sha’ban and 
the night of both ‘Eids (Fitr & Ad’ha’) 


[Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq] 

BayhaqT has also narrated this HadTth via this very chain of narration in Shu’ab al-lman. 

Also narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Umamah as Marfu’ 12 . 

[Sunan Kubra (BayhaqT) - Imam Shaft, vol 3, pg 319] 
[Firdaws al-Akhbar, vol 2, pg 311] 
[DaylamT, vol 2, pg 196] 
[Ibn ‘Asakir, vol 10, pg 408] 
[Mukhtasar Ibn ‘Asakir, vol 1, pg 702] 
[TahdhTb Ibn ‘Asakir, vol 3, pg 299] 
[al-Tabsirah (Ibn JawzT), vol 2, pg 50] 
[Jami’ al-AhadTth (Suyutl), HadTth no 11979] 
[al-Jami’ al-SaghTr, vol 2, pg 821] 
[Fayd al-QadTr sharh al-Jami’ al-SaghTr, vol 3, pg 454] 
[al-TaysTr sharh al-JamT al-SaghTr, vol 1, pg 1056] 

Also narrated by Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him. 

[Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol 4, pg 317] 
[Shu’ab al-lman (BayhaqT), vol 3, pg 342] 
[Fada’il al-Awqat (BayhaqT), HadTth no 149] 
[DaylamT, HadTth no 2975] 
[TafsTr Ruh al-Bayan re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 


Hadith 5 

It is narrated in Shu’ab al-lman that, 
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12 A category of Hadith whose chain of narration starts from the Holy Prophet 481- 


[Muqaddamah fi Usui al-HadTth, pg 36] 



Sayyiduna Kathir Ibn Murrah mentions that the Noble Prophet stated that, ‘Allah Almighty 


forgives the people of the earth on the night of the middle (15th) of Sha’ban, other than polytheism 
and those who have malice. ’ 


[Shu’ab al-lman, vol 3, pg 381] 
[Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol 4, pg 316] 
[Musannaf Ibn AbTShaybah, vol 7, pg 139] 
[Musnad al-Bazzar, vol 4, pg 306] 
[Bughyah al-Harith, vol 1, pg 116] 
[Jami’ al-AhadTth (SuyutT), HadTth no 14834] 
[Ittihaf al-Khiya_rah, vol 3, pg 24] 
[al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah (‘Asqalanl)] 
[al-NuzOI (DaraqutnT), HadTth no 67 & 69] 
[Musnad al-Harith, HadTth no 338] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 12, pg 140] 
[al-Jami’ al-SaghTr (SuyutT), vol 3, pg 1215] 
[al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 3, pg 286] 
[SubOl al-Huda wa al-Rashad, vol 8, pg 433] 
[SahTh al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 3, pg 34 (AlbanT: SahTh li ghayrihT)] 
[Zhilal al-Hujjah takhrTj al-Sunnah li Ibn AbT ‘Asim, vol 1, pg 264] 
[SahTh al-Jami’, HadTth no 4268 (AlbanT: SahTh li ghayrihT)] 
[al-SahThah (AlbanT), HadTth no 1144] 


This HadTth is Mursal 13 . 


HadTth 6 

It is narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Uthman Ibn AbTal-‘As, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, that 
the Holy Prophet sy stated that, ‘There is a proclamation in the night of the middle of Sha’ban, “as 
to whether anyone seeking to be forgiven, so I will forgive him, if there is anyone in need, then I will 
grant & bestow to such person”, thus whosoever asks (for something), Allah Almighty will forgive 
him - other than an immodest person and a polytheist. ’ 


[Jam’ al-Jawami’ 14 , HadTth no 1736] 


Hadith 7 

Another Marfu’ narration from Sayyiduna Abu ‘Umamah regarding the mercy & forgiveness of 
Allah descending on this night. 
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[al-Majalis al-‘Asharah, Hadith no 3] 


HadTth 8 


A Hadith narrated from Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah stating Allah Almighty opening three hundred 
doors of Mercy. 


13 This is a category of Hadith whereby the name of the Blessed Companion has been omitted i.e. 
a Tabi’T mentions that, The Holy Prophet if§| stated...’. 


[Muqaddamah fT Usui al-HacTTth, pg 42] 
[TaysTr al-Mustalah al-HadTth, pg 87] 
[Nukhbah al-Fikr, vol 4, pg 722] 


14 Also known as al-Jami’ al-Kabir. 



[Kashf al-Astar, vol 2, pg 435] 
[Ghunyah al-Tallbin, vol 1, pg 348] 
[Nuzhah al-Majalis, vol 1, pg 210] 


Note 

It is a uniqueness & special quality of the night of the 15th of Sha’ban in which there is the 
showering of mercy & forgiveness from the very start of the night, and it remains until the morning, 
and the sins of countless people are forgiven. Otherwise, the Mercy of Allah descend towards the 
nearest heaven (sky) to us every night, though only in the last third part of the night. However, 
forgiveness this many times is not announced every night. (Hafiz Zayn al-DTn ‘IraqT said this.) 

[Fayd al-Qadlr, vol 2, pg 317] 



Clarification from rational proof 

The original statement is a false premise; a logical fallacy. 

Proof 1 

It mentions that (the Mercy of) Allah descend on this night. Then a HadTth is given which shows 
that (the Mercy of) Allah descends on other nights. Therefore negating the Mercy of Allah 
descending on this night? When was the excellence of others night denied? Nothing is being 
negated here. 

Rather, it is merely being stated that (the Mercy of) Allah Almighty also descends on the 15th 
Sha’ban, as proven in the HadTth mentioned above. 

Also, if the original statement was correct, that (the Mercy of) Allah Almighty descends on other 
nights, how would this negate it on the 15th? Just like a day doesn’t stop being a day just 
because of another day. For example, Monday is a day of the week. Tuesday is also a day of the 
week, isn’t it? Does Tuesday stop Monday being a day of the week, or affect it in any way, shape 
or form? 

A Prophet doesn’t stop being a Prophet due to the existence of another Prophet. Likewise a 
Messenger, and similarly a Companion, do not cease to exist due to another existing in their 
category. 15 

A person can figure out for themselves how incorrect the following examples are based on (the 
same base as) the original argument: 

Example 1 

Monday is a day of the week 

Tuesday is (also) a day of the week 

Therefore Monday cannot be a day of the week 

Example 2 

A rose is a flower 
A daffodil is (also) a flower 
Therefore a rose cannot be a flower 

Example 3 

Ready salted are crisps 

Salt & vinegar are (also) crisps 

Therefore ready salted cannot be crisps 

Example 4 

Apple is a fruit 

Pear is (also) a fruit 

Therefore apple cannot be a fruit 


15 This actually goes against Qur’an & Hadith, whereas it is our actual belief that: 

Every Prophet is equal in their being a Prophet 
Every Messenger is equal in their being a Messenger 
Every Companion is equal in their being a Companion 
Etc. 

If one was to apply the thinking & reasoning behind the first argument and apply it here, one 
would - God forbid - be denying some Prophets/Messengers/Companions; we seek refuge in 
Allah Almighty from such thinking. 



Example 5 

Year 10’s are students 
Year 11 ’s are (also) students 
Therefore Year 10’s cannot be students 

Etc 


Proof 2 

The HadTths which state the Mercy of Allah descends in the last third of the night, such as the first 
HadTth referred to in this document, means that a person would have to wait until the latter part of 
the night; namely until 2/3 of the night has passed. Whereas, the narrations regarding the 15th 
Sha’ban are not limited to the latter part; rather, it can apply from the absolute beginning part of 
the night, thus making worship easy for people, thus this night having a degree over normal 
nights. 

Note 

Whenever there are two verses, two HadTths or a verse & a HadTth which look as though they are 
contradicting each other, one cannot say it is the default case that one of them is left out and the 
other is to be acted upon upon; one will try to reconcile them with each other. Thus, whoever says 
one necessarily negates the other should bring proof. 



Misunderstanding 2 


A Hadith of Sahlh Muslim states deeds, actions, death & livelihood are recorded when a child is in 
their mother’s womb (therefore how can these things be recorded on the 15th night?) 

Clarification from textual proof 

Qur’an 

Allah Almighty states in Surah al-Du khan, 
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{An oath upon that Luminous Book, l/l/e have indeed sent it down in a blessed night, indeed it is 
l/l/e Who warn. In it are distributed all the works of wisdom} 


[Surah al-Dukhan, 2-4] 


It is stated in Hashiyah al-Sawi ‘ala Tafsir al-Jalalayn, 

One opinion is that the writing on the Lawh Mahfuzh (The Sacred Tablet) commences on the 15th 
night of Sha’ban. 

Also Sayyiduna Iktrimatah & a group of people have mentioned the names of this night as such. 


(Thus there is no problem in taking the meaning of ‘blessed night’ as the 15th night of Sha’ban 
due to the narration of Sayyiduna ‘Ikrimatah) 

[Summarised from Hashiyah al-SawT ‘Ala TafsTr al-Jalalayn, vol 4, pg 57] 

It is stated in both TafsTr Tha’alabT and Muharar ai-WajTz that, 

’jjimiV> I ^jLtl <1411 1 <_aj^£. JQj 

Sayyiduna ‘Ikrimarah and others have stated that ‘blessed night’ refers to the night of the middle 
(15th) of Sha’ban. 

[TafsTr al-Tha’alabl, vol 5, pg 194 - re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr Muharar al-WajTz, vol 5, pg 68 - re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 


Narration 1 

Allah’s Decree on the 15th night of Sha’ban, 

LuuJu ArfVil I <14 ->141 411 4 1 Lau *41^1 <_oj4£. 

Sayyiduna ‘Ikrimatah, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, narrates that, ‘Allah Almighty 
decides regarding those (works of wisdom) for the Angels on the night of the middle (15th) of 
Sha’ban.’ 


[Tafsir al-Tha’alabi, vol 5, pg 194 - re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr Muharar al-WajTz, vol 5, pg 68 - re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 


Narration 2 
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah, may Allah Almighty be content with her, states as a MarfO’ narration that, ‘The 
time of death and the specifying of provision are decreed on the night of the middle of Sha’ban, 
‘Eid al-Adha’, ‘Eid al-Fitr and ‘Arafah [i.e. the 9th of Dhu al-Hijjah], 

[Lisan al-MTzan (‘AsqalanT), vol 1, pg 249] 
[Mawsu’ah Aqwal al-DaraqutnT, vol 17, pg 76] 


Narration 3 

Another narration stating similar regarding the time of death and specifying of provision. 


OH 
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[TarTkh Baghdad KhatTb Baghdadi (just as SuyutThas mentioned)] 

[TafsTr Durr Manthur, vol 7, pg 402] 
[Ghunyah al-Talibln, vol 1, pg 347] 
[al-Tabsirah (Ibn JawzI)] 
[DaylamI] 

[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 12, pg 144] 


Narration 4 
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Sayyidah ‘A’ishah, may Allah Almighty be content with her, narrates from the Holy Prophet that 
he tSy stated to her, ‘Do you know what is in this night i.e. the half (15th) of Sha’ban?’ She 
requested, ‘What (unique matter) is there in this night?’ The Holy Prophet then stated, ‘The 
name of every child from the offspring of (Sayyiduna) Adam, upon be peace, to be born in this year 
is written, and the name of every child from the offspring of (Sayyiduna) Adam to pass away this 
year is written, the deeds of people are raised and the sustenance of people is also sent down. 

[al-Da’wat al-Kablr li al-Bayhaql] 
[Mishkah al-MasabTh, vol 1, pg 408, HadTth no 1305] 
[Ghunyah al-Talibln, vol 1, pg 345] 




Narration 5 


Predestined future on the 15th night 

j jj&l I <d_J (^3 j Li j I I I aLlujj Jj 1 ia i Vi v a ' «a111 <lLJ ^U-tdtaa V I ^ i tOJ I Jj I ^jxi Luc. ^yi I ^j£. ^ ' A] I I 

It is narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah Almighty be pleased with them, that 
he said that, ‘Indeed Allah Almighty predestines on the night of the middle (15th) of Sha’ban, and 
He appoints the relevant proprietors (Angels) of this night on the Night of Power. ’ 

[TafsTr al-MazharT, vol 1, pg 311] 
[TafsTr BaghawT, vol 6, pg 120] 
[TafsTr Khazin re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr Ruh aPMa’anT, paras 25, pg 156] 
[TafsTr al-Lubab Ibn ‘Adil re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr al-Siraj al-MunTr re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[al-Tazkirah (Qurtubi), pg 71] 
[al-Mubdi’ sharh al-Muqni’] 


Narration 6 

The following narration mentions sustenance & age spans being written on this night. 
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[Futuh al-ShamT, vol 1, pg 90] 


Note 

Imam Qurtubf, upon whom be mercy, states that one opinion is that the commencement of the 
matters being copied from the Sacred Tablet is the 15th night of Sha’ban and it concluding on the 
Night of Power. 


[al-Jami’ li Ahkam al-Qur’an, vol 16, pg 128] 

Here a doubt may arise as to the fact that these matters have already been scribed on the Sacred 
Tablet, so what does it mean that deeds are written on this night? The answer is that there is no 
doubt that these matters are penned on the Sacred Tablet, however the aforementioned matters 
are copied from the Sacred Tablet onto registers which are then handed over to the relevant 
Angels who are responsible for these matters, as per the HadTth of Sayyidah ‘A’ishah mentioned in 
Mishkah al-Masablh. 


[Shu’ab al-lman, vol 3, pg 319] 



Misunderstanding 3 

Deeds are shown to Allah on Monday’s and Thursday’s (so how can they be shown in Sha’ban ?) 

Clarification 

Yes, again nobody is denying this, it is indeed a HadTth of Jami’ al-Tirmidhl So what does it mean 
the they are presented on the 15th night of Sha’ban? 

Deeds being raised, meaning reaching the heavens, is one matter, and being presented in the 
Majestic Court of Allah Almighty is another matter. Deeds are raised twice in a day: the deeds of 
the day before the night arrives, and the deeds of the night before the day arrives. However, 
presenting in the Majestic Court of Allah Almighty happens twice in a week i.e. Monday & 
Thursday. 

However, the full detailed presenting of the complete year is in the month of Sha’ban. 

[Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol 4, pg 317] 



Misunderstanding 4 


There is no SahJh Hadith concerning the night of the 15th of Sha’ban. So this night is ordinary like 
other nights and the reward for praying/worshiping in this night will be the same as other nights. 

Clarification from textual proofs 

First, it is incorrect to specify there being no SahJh HadTths as it has already been mentioned that 
Da’Tf HadTths are accepted in the matters of the excellence & virtues of actions and deeds, as per 
the discussion made under the clarification to misunderstanding no 1. 


Hadith 1 
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It was narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Ah, may Allah Almighty further increase his honour, that, ‘The Noble 
Messenger t§?y stated, “When it is the night of the middle of Sha’ban, spend its night in prayer and 
observe a fast on that day. For (the Mercy of) Allah descends at sunset on that night to the lowest 
heaven and says, ‘Is there no one who will ask Me for forgiveness, that I may forgive him? Is there 
no one who will ask Me for provision, that I may provide for him? Is there no one who is afflicted 
by trouble, that I may relieve him?’ And so on, until dawn comes. ’” 

[Sunan Ibn Majah, vol 1, pg 444, HadTth no 1388] 
[Shu’ab al-lman (BayhaqT), vol 3, pg 378] 
[Firdaws al-Akhbar (DaylamT), vol 1, pg 321] 
[Musnad al-Firdaws (DaylamT), vol 1, pg 259] 
[‘Umdah al-QarT - the commentary of - SahTh al-BukharT, vol 11, pg 82] 

[Mishkah al-MasabTh, pg 115], 
[Mirqah al-MafatTh (Mulla ‘AIT al-QarT) - the commentary of - Mishkah al-MasabTh] 

[TahdhTb al-Kamal, vol 33, pg 107] 
[Ihya’ al-Ulum al-DTn, vol 1, pg 203] 
[Akhbar Makkah, HadTth no 1773] 
[Jami’ al-AhadTth (SuyutT), HadTth no 2621] 
[AmafT Ibn Bishran, HadTth no 703] 
[Fada’il al-Awqat (BayhaqT), HadTth no 24] 
[al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 2, pg 74] 
[MTzan al-l’tidal (DhahabT), vol 4, HadTth no 504] 
[TahdhTb al-Kamal, vol 33, pg 107] 
[Jam’ al-Jawami’ (SuyutT), HadTth 2632] 
[Ghunyah al-TalibTn, vol 1, pg 345] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 12, pg 140] 
[Nuzhah al-Majalis, pg 210] 
[TafsTr al-QurtubT re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr Durr Manthur (SuyutT) re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[TafsTr ROh al-Ma’anT re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[MaThabata bi al-Sunnah (Shaykh Muhaqqiq ‘Abd al-Haq), pg 191] 

[TafsTr Diya’ al-Qur’an, vol 4, pg 433] 


HadTth 2 

A narration from Sayyiduna Mu’adh Ibn Jabal regarding Jannah becoming wajib (necessary) for 
the one who stays awake in the night worshipping on the 15th Sha’ban - four other nights also 
mentioned. 
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[al-TarghTb wa al-Tarhlb (AsbahanT), vol 2, pg 248] 
[al-TarghTb wa al-TarhTb, vol 2, pg 98] 
[TafsTr Ruh al-Bayan re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[Lawaqih al-Anwar al-Qudsiyyyah, pg 92] 


HadTth 3 

Ghusl (bathing) is worship, and it is proven from the HadTth narrated by Sayyidah ‘A’ishah to 
perform this before worship on the night of the 15th of Sha’ban, as well as being proven from 
books of jurisprudence. 


[Ibn ShahTn, just as ‘AsqalanT has mentioned] 
[Lisan al-MTzan, vol 5, pg 426] 
[MTzan al-l’tidal (‘Asqalanl), vol 4, pg 65] 


Hadith 4 

A HadTth narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Ata’ Ibn Yasar stating the more superior night after the Night of 
Power is that of the 15th of Sha’ban. 


[Jami’ al-AhadTth, HadTth no 44314] 
[Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol 14, HadTth no 38291] 
[al-TarghTb Ibn ShahTn] 
[TafsTr Durr Manthur re Surah al-Dukhan, 4] 
[Lata’if al-Ma’arif, pg 162] 


HadTth 5 

Sayyiduna ‘Ata’ al-KharasanT says that, ‘There are five nights in which there is standing (in 
worship): The worship in the first night of Rajab and fasting in the morning, worshipping in the 
night of the half (15th) of Sha’ban and fasting in the morning, worshipping in the night of ‘Eid al- 
Figr and fasting the next day, worshipping in the night of ‘Eid al-Ad’ha’ and fasting the next day, 
and worshipping in the night of ‘Ashurah and fasting the next day; such a person is written as 
being with Allah in this life as well a martyr after death. ’ 

[TartTb al-AmafT al-KhamTsiyyah li al-Shajarl] 


Note 

There are many other narrations in TafsTrs & HadTths which show the great excellence & virtues of 
performing voluntary prayers on this night. 



Misunderstanding 5 

Fast of the 15th. 


Clarification from textual reply 
HadTth 1 

The HadTth of Sayyiduna ‘AIT has been mentioned in the clarification to misunderstanding no 4 
which is regarding the fast of the 15th. 

HadTth 2 

The Holy Prophet stated, 
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Whosoever fasts on the 15th of Sha’ban, the fire of Hell will not touch such person. 

[Nuzhah al-Majalis, vol 1, pg 156] 

HadTth 3 


It is narrated in both SahTh Muslim & Sunan Ibn Majah, 
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On the authority of Sayyiduna ‘Imran Ibn Husayn, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, the 
Noble Prophet s§y asked a person, ‘Did you fast in the middle of Sha'ban?’ He said, ‘No.’ 
Thereupon he said, ‘If you did not observe fast, then you should observe fast for two days. ’ 

[SahTh Muslim, vol 2, pg 82, HadTth no 1161] 

[Sunan Ibn Majah] 


Hadith 4 


Even birds, fish and other animals fast on this day, as per a Hadith. 


[Nuzhah al-Majalis, vol 1, pg 210] 



Misunderstanding 6 

Departed souls do not return on this night, or to this world; it has no base in Qur’an or HadTth. 

Clarification from textual proof 

The narration states, 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, narrates that, ‘When it is the day 
of ‘Eid, the day of ‘Ashurah, the first Friday of Rajab, the 15th night of Sha’ban, or the night of 
Friday, then the souls leave their graves and go to their homes and sit at the door, and they say, “ 
O dwellers! Have mercy and be kind upon us; this night is goodness for us...’” 


[Khazanah al-Riwayat] 
[Futuh al-Sham, vol 2, pg 101] 

There is a whole discussion regarding souls returning in the renowned book on the topic of death 
- Sharh al-Sudur - by Imam Jalal al-DTn al-SuyutT, who mentions countless HadTths. 



Misunderstanding 7 

Many people doing something shows misguidance. 

Clarification from textual proof 

The Holy Prophet if§| has stated, ‘My nation will not gather upon misguidance. So if you see them 
differing, follow the majority.’ 


[al-Tirmidhl] 
[Sunan Ibn Majah 


Albam has regarded this Hadith as SahJh. 



Note 


There are other narrations which mention: 

- The Holy Prophet <g§| commemorating this night in Jannah ai-BaqV 

- Commemorating this night in their blessed home 

- A second narration stating the same 

- A third narration stating the same 

- Imam Hasan commemorating this night 

- Excellence of Mehfil on this night 

- Allah Almighty looking at the Sacred Ka’bah with Mercy on this night 

- The same date the Qiblah was changed from Masjid al-Aqsa to the Ka’bah 

- Sayyiduna AH mentioning a special du’a (supplication - prayer) unique to this night 

- The Holy Prophet ^ supplicating for the forgiveness of the entire Ummah 

- Sayyiduna Dawud appearing 

- Sayyiduna Jibra’li being welcomed in Paradise on this night 

- The sweetness of Zam Zam 

- The ‘Eid of Angels 

- Sayyiduna ‘Isa and this night 

- Sayyiduna Khidar meeting the Saints of Allah on this night 

- Sayyiduna ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abd al-‘AzTz and this night 

- Performing good deeds & pious actions on this night 

- This night being commemorated in Syria, Egypt, Spain & other countries 

- Sayyiduna Hud, upon whom be peace, visiting graves on this night 

- Great renowned Imams being happy they were born on this date (there is a full list of great 
scholars who were born and passed away from this world on this night as well as books written 
on this topic) 

- Special protocols, preparations & arrangements by Jami’ah al-Azhar for this night 



A superb reply from the Tabi’i Sharlk Ibn ‘Abdullah - the grand teacher of the great Hadith 

expert Imam al-BukharT 

‘Abbad Ibn Awam mentions that Sayyiduna Sharlk Ibn Abdullah arrived and we asked him about 
the HadTth regarding the Mercy of Allah Almighty descending on the night of mid-Sha’ban. I/Ve 
said that some people deny & reject this. He asked as to what they say l/l/e replied saying that they 
criticise it. He stated that, ‘Undoubtedly, those people who have presented such blessed HadTths 
are those very people who brought the Qur’an, five daily prayers, Hajj of the House of Allah, the 
ruling of fasting during the blessed month of Ramadan. ’ We do not recognise Allah Almighty other 
than from the aforementioned HadTths from these people. 

The chain of this narration is Sahlh. 

[al-Sunnah (‘Abdullah Ibn Ahmad Ibn Hanbal), vol 1, pg 273, HadTth no 508] 



Note 


There are at least 16 unanimously accepted senior scholars such as the likes of Imam TirmidhT 
who have mentioned the excellence of this night and have specified chapters in their books 
regarding this topic. 

There are narrations from at least 15 Companions and Mursal HadTths from 6 of Tabi’Ts. 

The following also agree with the excellence of this night: 

- Imam Shafi’T 

- Imam Awza’T 

- Imam BayhaqT 

- Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir JTIanT 

- Imam SubkT 

- Imam Diya’ 

- Muhaddith Ibn JawzT 

- Imam ShatibT 

- ‘Allam ah Mahmud AlusT 

- The renowned commentator ‘Allamah Zamakhshan 

- Imam Ahmad Rida Khan 

- Ibn Taymiyyah 

- ‘Allamah Ibn Qayyim JawzT 

- NasTr al-DTn AlbanT 16 

- ‘Allamah Thana’ullah al-Amr TisrT 

- ‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rahman MubarakpurT 

- MolvT Ibrahim MTr SiyalkotT 

- MolvT ‘Abdullah RoprT 

- Molvi Salah al-DTn 

- MolvT ‘Abdur Rahman AtawT 

- ‘Allamah Anwar Shah KashmTrT 

- ‘Allamah Yusuf BinorT 

16 He has declared at least 5 narrations as SahTh regarding the 15th of Sha’ban. 



-The ShVah sect 



Note 


1. Who denies the great benefits, excellences & virtues of other dates of this blessed month? 
However, just because this night has been specified in texts, it doesn’t negate (the 
specialness, uniquenesses & excellence of) other nights. It just means that this night has 
something as well that the others may not. Just as it is stated in the Qur’an where Allah 
Almighty has stated He has exalted some Messengers above others, however it does not 
mean that they are not equal in terms of being a Messenger. 

2. One must first remember that in Islam, we do not require proof to do anything. Rather, in fact it 
is the opposite - we require evidence not to do something, because the essence in Islam is 
permissibility i.e. anything & everything is permissible until it is proven impermissible. This is a 
Fiqh (Jurisprudential) rule which is in fact proven from the Holy Qur’an. 

{O believers! Do not ask regarding (vain) matters which, if (the rulings about them) are disclosed to 
you, which may displease you, (i.e. you may practise what is not prohibited without asking its 
ruling). And if you ask about them while the Qur’an is being revealed, so they will be disclosed to 
you (i.e. they may be made unlawful because of your questioning). Allah has forgiven them (i.e. the 
matters not mentioned in the Qur’an are forgiven), and Allah is Most Forgiving, Ever Forbearing.} 

[Surah al-Ma’idah - 5:101] 


3. In addition, if someone makes a good intention regarding a permissible act, this becomes 
Mustahabb (rewardable). Thus one must bring proof of something being prohibited, otherwise 
it is not befitting, nor appropriate nor applicable to raise any objection(s) regarding it. 



